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Your LINKS missionaries
rely on your prayers.
Pray for them right now.


http://www.nazarenemissions.org/10012/story.aspx

LINKS stands for "Loving, Interested Nazarenes, Knowing and Sharing."

The LINKS program of the Church of the Nazarene is a network of personal
connections between missionaries and Nazarenes around the world.
Missionaries are assigned to districts and, then on the district level, connected to
local churches. This gives each church an opportunity to become personally
acquainted with the missionary family and their field of service. Typically,
churches send packages, cash gifts, cards, and other remembrances to their
LINKS missionaries.

In return, the churches feel a sense of involvement with the world mission
enterprise of the church through regular correspondence from the missionaries,
updates from their field, and even through deputation services while the
missionaries are on furlough. The missionaries are encouraged, knowing people
care and pray for them. The relationships built over time personalize names and
faces that both the missionaries and their LINKS churches value highly.



How Can | Be Involved?

— Ask your local NMI president who your LINKS missionaries are.

— Write your LINKS missionaries and assure them of your prayers, asking for
personal requests.

- Send remembrances for special days like birthdays, anniversaries, and
holidays. Remember, surface mail takes quite a while to arrive in some
locations, so plan accordingly.

- Children and youth find it especially meaningful to become personally
acquainted with a missionary or a missionary's child. Encourage young
people to send cards, small gifts, pictures, videos, and audiocassettes to
your church's LINKS missionaries. .

- Check the Unofficial LINKS Lists. Have your LINKS missionaries posted
specific needs for their field with which you can help?.

- If you wish to send a cash gift, make the check payable to "General
Treasurer," note the missionary's name on the check, as well as what it's
for (birthday, Christmas, etc.) and send it to:

Global Treasury Services
Church of the Nazarene
PO Box 843116
Kansas City MO 64184-3116



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main job of a LINKS secretary, and how does our church
receive information about our LINKS missionaries?

Contact your church's LINKS missionaries regularly (at least two or three times a
year). Missionaries love to receive cards and notes; however, don't expect a
reply to every correspondence. The best person to contact regarding details
about your LINKS missionaries is your district LINKS coordinator. If you do not
know who holds this office, you can look it up in the district journal under District
NMI Council. (Your church should have a district journal.) If a missionary notifies
you of a change of information, such as a new address or plans for retirement,
please inform the General NMI Office.

Do missionaries like to receive e-cards or newsletters?

The general answer is "No." Depending on the Internet connection speed where
the missionary is located, e-cards can sometimes take a long time to load. Some
missionaries have to pay by the minute for Internet and/or e-mail access, making
e-cards costly. Always check with your LINKS missionaries to see what service is
available to them personally.

| can't find our missionaries' addresses on the web.

To ensure the safety of missionaries, World Mission does not include missionary
contact information on Missionary Profiles Online. If you need contact information
for a missionary, please contact either your district NMI president or your district
LINKS coordinator.


mailto:nmi@nazarene.org�
http://app.nazarene.org/MissionaryProfiles/�

How should our church's LINKS cash assignment be handled?

Please do not send money directly to the missionary. It may never reach them,
and money is sometimes difficult to exchange in some world areas. On the
remittance form that is sent to the Global Treasury Services Office with the
money, always include the name of the LINKS recipient. Money cannot be
credited properly without the missionary's name. Each time you send a monetary
gift, notify the recipient beforehand:

The reason for the gift (cash assignment, birthday, Christmas,
love offering, etc.)

When the gift will be sent

The amount of the gift.

Notifying the missionary ahead of time allows them to ensure the gift is received

properly.

The children of my church want pen pals. Can | have addresses and e-mail
addresses for all of our missionary kids (MKs)?

World Mission asks that we not distribute lists with street and e-mail addresses
for MKs due to security, expense, and the protection of our missionaries' time.
Here are a few suggestions:

Check with your local NMI president to see if your church has
LINKS missionaries with children.

If not, check with your district's LINKS coordinator to see if
your district has a LINKS missionary with a child who would
like to be a pen pal. NOTE: Missionaries may not have
reliable/affordable e-mail or Internet access. Also, missionary
kids may not be able to keep up with pen pal correspondence.
Consider sponsoring a child through the Nazarene
Compassionate Ministries Child Sponsorship program. These
overseas pastors' children correspond with their sponsors as a
part of the program. For more information, contact NCM Child
Sponsorship (913-577-2880), or via e-
mail:child@nazarene.org.



What is the difference between Missionary Christmas Fund and monies we
send through the Global Treasury Services for our LINKS missionaries as a
Christmas gift?

The Missionary Christmas Fund (MCF) is NOT a part of LINKS. MCF is a
separate World Mission general fund that provides Holiness Today, Mission
Connection, Reflecting God, Day by Day books (pocket calendars), and a
monetary bonus at Christmas time to all qualifying missionaries. Since
Missionary Christmas Fund is a general fund, specific missionaries names
should not be mentioned when remitting the Missionary Christmas Fund.

If you would like to send your LINKS missionary(ies) a LINKS Christmas gift,
include a remittance form with the following information:

- Amount of LINKS Christmas gift on “LINKS” line
- Missionary's name (necessity)

Send the check and remittance form to:

Global Treasury Services
Church of the Nazarene

PO Box 843116

Kansas City MO 64184-3116

Do you still have questions about the difference between Missionary Christmas
Fund and LINKS Christmas gifts? Contact General NMI Office. Phone: (913)
577-2970


mailto:nmi@nazarene.org�

Do missionaries and their families still like to receive packages?

Yes, if they are not in a country where receiving packages is prohibited. The
forms you receive at your district convention often have gift suggestions.
However, always contact the missionaries before sending a package, verifying it
Is something they need/want and ask for any recent changes in mailing
instructions. Also check USPS.com for approximate size, weight, and cost of
packages.

Double wrap items, and don't send perfumed items in same containers with food.
Small packages generally pass through customs more easily than large boxes,
plus they are less expensive to ship.

Send packages often; they remind the missionary that a church is thinking about
and praying for them. If you don't have a copy of the mailing instructions for the
country where your LINKS missionary lives, contact your district

LINKS coordinator.

What's the best way | can encourage my LINKS missionary if they are
working in a Creative Access Area (CAA)?

Pray for them daily. Remember that you are making a difference in missionaries'
lives, even though the results may not be visible. Send CAA missionaries generic
cards (not Christian) and DO NOT mention words such as missionary, church,
prayer, etc. Thinking of you and Hello cards translate to the missionary that you
are praying for them. You may not hear back as often from those serving in
sensitive areas so keep in touch also with your district LINKS coordinator for
updates.









Do You Know the ABC’s
of LINKS?

A—Always pray for your LINKS missionaries.
B—Become acquainted with your LINKS missionary family through correspondence.
—Concentrate on your LINKS cash assignment and requests by your missionaries.
Send Christmas, birthday, and anniversary cards (always send them early to allow

for overseas delivery time).

Carolyn Bott ¢ Central Florida District

“Links—Loving, Interested Nazarenes, Knowing and Sharing.”

Welcome Your LINKS Missionary on Home Assignment

Plan ahead to assist your LINKS missionaries when they are on home assignment (formerly W@ .
called furlough). Here are some ideas: M H E
| ey 3

* Arrange a welcome party at the airport (if they are arriving in a city near your church). l Wﬁ Wg
Makes signs and banners welcoming the missionaries home. (Note: check with the WE M‘t i
missionary’s family ahead of time to ensure your presence will not interfere with fam- H = M}M E

ily plans.)

* If your LINKS missionaries are arriving in a city far away, ask for a contact person at that location and
surprise the missionaries with a “Party in a Box”. Provide all the needed items (including a cake mix and frosting,
or order a cake from a nearby bakery), box them up, and send them to the contact person with a note, asking if,
since your church is too far away to welcome the missionaries personally, they would be willing to “do the hon-
ors” and provide the party in your absence.

* Find out a place where your LINKS missionary has always wanted to visit. Arrange for a weekend getaway to
that location.

* Most missionaries must arrange for a vehicle to provide their transportation for deputation services while they
are on home assignment. Arrange for your LINKS missionaries to have access to a reliable used vehicle while
they are home.

o If your LINKS missionary family has been away from home for an extended period of time, they may enjoy a
shopping spree at a mall or at their favorite store. Give your LINKS missionary a mall gift certificate or a check
for some “welcome home” shopping.
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A LINKS Birthday Surprise

“For...for me?” Gladys Zahner stammered, as the mailcarrier handed her a large parcel. “What
in the world could this be!” she wondered.

Closing the door, Gladys hurried to her dining table and put the box down.
Noting the postmark of Plattsburgh, New York, she realized it was /, ,.-r"

from one of her LINKS churches. “As | opened the carton
and began to remove the contents, | was over-
whelmed,” she says. “There was a videotape, a
birthday banner, and a card on top. And / f

then | pulled out gift after gift after gift, /’,/’, ‘ J U4 D L &
each one individually wrapped. What a

wonderful birthday surprise!”

The Plattsburgh church—21,500 ',.;' _:‘i__ﬂ
hundred miles away—had staged a L l
birthday party for Mrs. Zahner, “'-"'.-"
complete with a biography, gifts,
and cake, and then videoed the
event. “Imagine my amaze-
ment,” Gladys says, “after the
congregation lit and blew out
the candles and prepared to cut
it, the NMI president lifted the -
top right off the cake. And in- »,/’ '
side was a cake mix. That’s
right, the cake was fake, just a box covered
with icing.”

That cake mix was part of the gifts the retired missionary unwrapped. To add to her birthday
cheer, a lady in Gladys's church in Raymore, Missouri, baked the cake for her and served it during
another celebration with the local congregation.

“I'm so grateful for my LINKS family, which has grown over the years,” Gladys says. “I will al-
ways cherish the many cards, notes, gifts, prayers, and especially this birthday surprise.”

Wes Eby « Mission Education Coordinator
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LINKS Video Showcase

Make a video from your church to your LINKS family.
This is a great way to get acquainted with your LINKS
missionaries. They will enjoy seeing faces and get-
ting to know the people, rather than just receiv-
ing a letter with a church name on it.

Make the video fun and entertaining. “Show-
case” the interesting or unique aspects of your
church and/or community. Have people from
your church (including children and teens) in-
troduce themselves on the video. For example
“Hi, (Missionary’s Name), my name is Sherry.

I'm in first grade. My family prays for you at
breakfast every morning.”

Melinda Wolf Miller e Assistant Editor

LINKed with MKs Going Back to School

Prepare a “Back to school” packet for your LINKS missionary kids (MKs).

« For elementary-age children, include pencils, erasers, crayons, glue, safety scissors, etc.
« For MKs in high school, include pens, calculator,

paper, a three-ring binder, and gum.

« For MKs who attend college in the United q_u
States, include toothbrush and tooth- G Ii;
paste, pre-paid calling card, laundry de-
tergent, and a roll of quarters. Other
good ideas are to send a gift certificate to
an office supply store or mail homemade
cookies.

» Send your MK on a shopping spree for
school clothes—send a gift certificate to
their favorite clothing store. If the MKs
don't have access to their favorite clothing e '
store, find out what sizes they wear and surprise ' G '\Qﬂ"'@mﬂ

them by purchasing clothes for them. (Always keep "mb

receipts, in case something needs to be exchanged.)

Southeast U.S.A. Regional Conference (Adapted)
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A abaster Funds Ae
Needed | n.

Arica The Gwrch of the Nazarene is
gowng so ragpdy that theregonis hav-
irgdf ficuty constructing churches fast
enough to acconmodat e church plant s

Fji  CGhurches were springing up so fast that
the district superintendent organized boot canp
tranng toquckly prepare new pastars for mnistry.
Buildings wll be needed for these congregations.

The Mddle East Incressing accessibility of the Inernet
is opening doors for World Mission Broadcast. Radio

br oadcast s can be sert into sensitive aress via the
Ineret. Aabaster funds wll be needed to construct

bui | di ngs when sone of these areas allowentry.

Quatenala Achurch in Guatenala Gty outgrewthe
house in which they were neeting, and one of the nem
bers donated a greenhouse tent. Because the chapel
was i nexpensi ve and port abl e, the MAC Regi on began
using these tent s for tenporary chapel s until pernanent
bui [ dings could be constructed. Aabaster funds wll be
needed to repl ace the tenporary chapel s.

H ease Participate
inthe Alabaster Gfering

Lloving. Interested Nazarenes.

‘Knowing and Shcring
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LINKS—Nazarenes joining hands to
support missionaries through

e Prayer

e Correspondence

e Providing needed items

* Remembering special times
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Nazarene Missions
INTERNATIONAL

PARCEL FORM

INSTRUCTIONS: Make copies of this form and enclose with each package you send. Use this form when
sending any package overseas. Notify the person or institution that a package has been mailed. Check with
your local post office for mailing instructions and cost.

More copies of this form (X-13) are available.
¢ Order from Nazarene Publishing House (toll free—1-800-877-0700). While the X-13 form is free,
NPH will charge for shipping and handling.
® Download free from the NMI Web site <www.nazarenemissions.org>. On the Local Presidents
page, click on “Forms”.

DUTY: Send $2.00 per package to:

Global Treasury Services
Church of the Nazarene

PO Box 843116

Kansas City MO 64184-3116

Make checks payable to “General Treasurer, Church of the Nazarene.”

NAME OF LOCAL CHURCH

SENDER’S NAME

ADDRESS

E-MAIL

LIST CONTENTS:

Please, do not send anything that has not been specifically requested

X-13 01/2009
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